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By CLARA MAYNARD
THE PARTHENONHuntington was named as one 
of eight finalists Wednesday af-ternoon during the America’s Best Communities Summit in 
Durham, North Carolina.
The competition, held by Frontier Communications, DISH Network, CoBank and The 
Weather Channel, seeks to stim-
ulate growth and revitalizations 
in small cities and rural towns 
according to a recent release 
from the organization.
Huntington and the seven 
other finalists will be awarded 
$100,000 to implement the strategies presented at the 
summit. 
According to a release from 
the city, the Huntington Inno-
vation Project (HIP) will focus 
on struggling neighborhoods, 
manufacturing and bringing 
high-speed broadband to the 
city. Details of the HIP plan can 
be found on the city’s website. 
The city will have 11 months to 
begin implementing those plans. 
The top three communities will 
be announced in April 2017 and 
will win $3 million, $2 million 
and $1 million respectively. 
There will be a “welcome 
home” celebration for the city’s 
ABC leadership team at 10:15 
a.m. Thursday at the Tri-State 
Airport.
Clara Maynard can be con-
tacted at maynard294@
marshall.edu.
Huntington named finalist in America’s Best Communities competition   
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By SON NGUYEN
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s Campus Activities Board continued its “Stress Relief Week” 
Wednesday with a music-themed event, “Headphone Disco” 
The event started at 6 p.m. on the first floor of the Memorial Student Center. CAB 
originally planned to host the event on the center’s plaza, but had to relocate due to 
rainy weather. 
The event was a collaboration between CAB and Headphone Disco. Founded in 
2007, Headphone Disco presented their unique way of broadcasting music at several 
music festivals and college shows around the world. On their official Facebook page, 
the company claimed to be “the world’s biggest and busiest silent party operator.” 
Unlike other parties or concerts, each participant received a pair of wireless 
headphones that received signals from two separate FM channels. These channels 
broadcasted two different sets of music made by Headphone Disco DJs Steven Cran-
dall and Kory Scott. Participants can change the channel at any moment to find the 
tune that suited them better. 
 “We use this event to introduce a new, different trend that is going through music 
festivals, which is the ‘Headphone Disco,’” said CAB advisor Lee Tabor. “It’s kind of 
neat because you will see people dancing. You don’t know what song they are danc-
ing to and even then you will hear people kind of singing out loud, but they forget 
they are singing out loud because they are wearing their headphones.” 
Tabor also said CAB is considering to book Headphone Disco to perform at the 
next FEST event. 
“It’s a good way to kind of mix students together, get them to just have some fun 
and relax, especially before finals,” Tabor said. 
Marshall student and CAB member Jake Saunders said he thinks the party is a 
good event. 
“It will definitely relieve stress because you dance around,” Saunders said. 
CAB will conclude “Stress Relief Week” Thursday night with an outdoor movie 
screening of “The Goonies”.
Son Nguyen can be contacted at nguyen136@marshall.edu.
LEFT: Headphone Disco’s Kory Scott 
performs Wednesday in the Memorial 
Student Center lobby.
BELOW: Headphone Disco’s DJs Kory 
Scott (left) and Steven Crandall 
(middle) perform as Jake Saunders 
of CAB (right)  takes in the scene 
Wednesday in the Memorial Student 
Center lobby.
Students dance 
stresses away with 
Headphone Disco
PHOTOS BY SON NGUYEN | THE PARTHENON
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The sun sets over Fourth Avenue.
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By LYDIA WAYBRIGHT
THE PARTHENONDelta Sigma Theta Sorority Incorpo-rated paired up with Career Services Wednesday to offer workshops during its “Getting Freddy Ready” event. “We’re going to be doing a headshot workshop and a resume workshop with Career Services,” said senior pub-lic relations and broadcast journalism double major Nichole Henderson.Career counselor with Career Ser-vices Beth Waugh did workshops giving students tips for writing re-sumes. A photographer was present to take headshots for students who were 
prepared. Henderson said after gaining nine new members Monday, this is Delta 
Sigma Theta’s first Delta week, and “Getting Freddie Ready” is the second episode of the week. Henderson said the theme for the week is “A Delta World,” which plays on the title of the television show “A Dif-ferent World.” The name of each event correlates with names of characters on the show. Henderson said the content of each event through the week correlates with 
the five programmatic thrusts of Delta. The resume and headshot workshop 
falls under educational development.Waugh started the program by giving a presentation about resumes.“The biggest thing they need to do is keep it short and descriptive,” Waugh said. Waugh said she helps students write documents like personal statements, resumes and cover letters. “I assist students on their job search when they’re getting ready to graduate or even for summer jobs,” Waugh said.Waugh said she hoped her presenta-tion would show students an effective way to market themselves to future employers.
“Hopefully they will gain a better representation of themselves,” Waugh said.Delta Sigma Theta will hold “Getting Smart with Whitley” Thursday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Memorial Stu-dent Center. There will be fellowship for Delta Sigma Theta sisters Friday at Pottery Place at 6 p.m., as well as praise and worship at First Baptist Church Sunday at 11 a.m.The sorority is accepting clothing do-nations for the Huntington City Mission at all their events this week. 
Lydia Waybright can be contacted 
at waybright19@marshall.edu.
Say cheese: Delta Sigma Theta and Career Services 
offers headshot, resume workshop
By LOGAN PARKULO
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine will present 61 Doctor of Medi-cine degrees at the school’s annual investiture ceremony May 6 at the Keith-Albee Per-forming Arts CenterThe ceremonies are a long-time academic tradition to honor scholarly achievement. Marshall president Jerome A. Gilbert, Ph.D., will bestow the students’ degrees at the School of Medicine ceremony. The guest speaker for the investiture is Myron E. “Max” Essex, D.V.M., Ph. D., chair of the Harvard AIDS Initiative, the Mary Woodard Lasker Professor of Health Sciences at Harvard University and chair of the Bo-tswana Harvard AIDS Institute Partnership. Essex has published more than 600 scholarly papers, ed-ited 12 books and trained 35 doctoral research students and 80 postdoctoral fellows. Es-sex has received nine honorary degrees, countless awards and is one of the world’s leading AIDS researchers. Essex will be awarded an honorary Doctor of Science degree at the Marshall ceremony. The class of 2016 graduates 
will include five students who have maintained perfect 4.0 GPAs during their four years of medical school. According to the press release, this graduat-ing class features student who have matched into highly com-petitive residency specialties, like orthopedics, emergency medicine, radiology, ophthal-mology and urology, as well as students paired into prestigious primary care programs across the country. Admission for the cere-mony is by invitation only. The ceremony will also include recognition of graduates from Marshall’s Biomedical Sciences program and the announce-ment of the School of Medicine Alumni Association’s Honorary Alumnus for 2016. The event will be streamed live online. Other graduation week activi-ties include:Monday, May 2, 5:30 p.m. – Senior Awards Banquet, Byrd Clinical Center AuditoriumTuesday, May 3, 11 a.m. – 18th Annual School of Medicine Golf Classic, Silo Golf Course, Lavalette   
Logan Parkulo can be con-
tacted at parkulo2@marshall.
edu. 
Essex to 
speak at 
JCESOM 
annual 
investiture 
ceremony
By BAILY TURNER
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall Universities Campus Activities Board brought puppies to campus as part of its Stress Relief Week.Deborah Bennettan, Little Victories Animal Res-cue Shelter volunteer, said the shelter loves to get the dogs away from the farm to interact with people. “I volunteer because I love to see dogs get ad-opted,” Bennett said. “Usually by doing events like this we can get our dogs adopted. People get to know more about us, our farm and the animals we have.”
Little Victories is the only no-kill shelter in the Tri-State area and Bennett said her main goal is to get the word out about the shelter.
“We’re a nonprofit, so everything we make goes right back into helping these animals,” Bennett said. “We have the only shelter that is no-kill in the area 
and we take care of the dogs until we find them a home. We have dogs who have been with us for eight years, so we become their home.”Marshall University student and CAB member Josh Jobes said having puppies on campus can make anyone’s day better.“We didn’t let the rain stop us from giving these 
sweet dogs some attention,” Jobes said. “Even though it was raining, we stayed positive and tried to give students a good stress reliever during dead week.”
“I know you guys are getting ready for finals, so having dogs on campus I can image is a huge break for students,” Bennett said.“We encourage students to come out to our farm and volunteer to help take care of these animals or even adopt from us,” Bennett said. “It’s a great place.”
Baily Turner can be contacted at turner206@
marshall.edu.
Puppies give students a break from end of semester stress
By SCOTT BAUER, STEVE 
PEOPLES
ASSOCIATED PRESSIn need of momentum after 
a five-state shutout, Republi-can presidential candidate Ted Cruz on Wednesday tapped former technology executive Carly Fiorina — a woman he said has repeatedly “shattered glass ceilings” — to serve as his running mate.The Texas senator an-nounced his pick for vice president nearly three months before his party’s national convention, an unusual move for an underdog candidate that 
reflects the increasing urgency 
for the fiery conservative to re-verse his downward trajectory.Cruz praised Fiorina’s path from secretary to CEO and her past willingness to challenge GOP front-runner Donald 
Trump.“Carly isn’t intimated by bullies,” he declared at an In-dianapolis rally, adding, “Over and over again, Carly has shat-tered glass ceilings.”The 61-year-old Fiorina, a former chief executive of Hewlett-Packard, has been a prominent Cruz ally since shortly after abandoning her own presidential bid earlier in the year. She was the only woman in the Republican Par-
ty’s crowded 2016 field.
“This is the fight of our time. And I believe Ted Cruz is the 
man to lead that fight,” Fio-rina said at the Wednesday announcement. “And I am pre-pared to stand by his side and give this everything I have, to restore the soul of our party, to defeat Donald Trump, to de-feat Hillary Clinton, and to take 
our country back.”Fiorina’s selection marked another extraordinary de-velopment in the 2016 Republican campaign, partic-ularly for a candidate who is far from becoming his party’s presumptive nominee. Cruz was soundly defeated by GOP front-runner Donald Trump 
in all five primaries contests on Tuesday, and he’s been mathematically eliminated from winning the nomination before his party’s national convention in July.Some Cruz allies praised Fio-rina’s selection, but privately questioned if it would change the trajectory of the race. Trump has won 77 percent of the delegates he needs to claim the nomination, and a win next week in Indiana will keep him 
on a firm path to do so.
Cruz appeared with Fiorina in Indiana’s capital city, hav-ing staked his candidacy on a win in the state’s primary contest next Tuesday. Fiorina’s California ties could also prove valuable in that state’s high-stakes primary on June 7.“Carly has incredible appeal to so many people, especially in California,” said Doug De Groote, a fundraiser for Cruz based near Los Angeles. “She can really help him here.”
Her first major foray into politics was in 2010, when she ran for Senate in California and lost to incumbent Sen. Barbara Boxer by 10 percentage points. She has never held elected 
office.Trump called Fiorina “a nice woman,” but criticized her selection as “ridiculous” and “dumb” even before it was 
announced.“First of all, he shouldn’t be naming anybody because he doesn’t even have a chance,” the New York billionaire said in a Wednesday interview on Fox News.“Naming Carly’s dumb, be-cause Carly didn’t do well. She had one good debate — not against me by the way, because I had an unblemished record of victories during debates — but she had one victory on the smaller stage and that was it,” Trump said.Throughout her presidential bid, Fiorina emphasized her meteoric rise in the business world. A Stanford University graduate, she started her ca-reer as a secretary, earned an MBA and worked her way up at AT&T to become a senior ex-ecutive at the telecom leader.She was also dogged by questions about her record at Hewlett-Packard, where she was hired as CEO in 1999. She 
was fired six years later, after leading a major merger with Compaq and laying off 30,000 workers.Democrats quickly attacked the Cruz-Fiorina alliance.“The best way to describe that ticket is mean and meaner,” said Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., who beat Fio-rina for Senate in 2010. “He wants to throw people out of the country and she threw thousands of jobs out of the country. Perfect match.”In an Associated Press-GfK poll conducted in December 2015, Republican voters were more likely to say they had a favorable than an unfavor-able view of Fiorina by a 47 percent to 20 percent margin, with 32 percent unable to give a rating.Among all Americans, 45 percent didn’t know enough about Fiorina to rate her, while 22 percent rated her favorably and 32 percent unfavorably.
Ted Cruz taps Carly Fiorina to 
serve as running mate
Republican presidential candidate Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, hugs former Hewlett-Packard CEO Carly Fiorina during a rally in Indianapolis, Wednesday, 
where he announced he has tapped Fiorina as his running mate. 
MICHAEL CONROY | ASSOCIATED PRESS
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By BRITTANIE FOWLER
THE PARTHENONThe MLB Draft can be an ex-citing, depressing, surprising and emotional experience for baseball players all over the country. Kids start out playing the sport when they learn how to walk in hopes of one day making it to the big leagues.For many players that dream doesn’t come true. But for one of Marshall’s own, it may have come true a little too soon.Sam Finfer, a junior catcher 
and outfielder from Bellevue, Washington, started playing baseball at a really young age just like many of his friends. He found enjoyment out of more than just baseball though.“I was about 4 years old 
when I first started play-ing baseball,” Finfer said.  “In elementary school I played baseball, soccer and hockey, but eventually gave up soc-cer for football and hockey for basketball.“I ended up quitting football after my freshman year of high school but played basketball all the way through.  Basket-ball may be my favorite sport to play.  I used to want to be a musician but didn’t have the talent to pull that off.” Finfer attended Interlake High School in Bellevue where 
he led the team to its first state appearance in 25 years.  He hit .486 and earned the Interlake Golden Spikes Award as the best offensive and defensive 
player on the team.In the summer of 2013, Fin-fer, a then recently graduated senior, had the honor of being drafted in the 29th round of the 2013 MLB Entry Draft by the Los Angeles Dodgers. But although his dream of playing 
professional baseball came true, Finfer said he had other plans in mind.“At the time I didn’t feel that I was mature enough as a person or as a player to begin a professional career,” Fin-fer said. “My education had 
always been important to me and I didn’t think I was ready to pass up on the opportunity to get my degree.“But more than anything I was just excited to have the honor of being drafted.  The whole experience was just 
surreal.” Finfer went on to continue his education and baseball ca-reer at Seattle University and Bellevue College before mak-ing his way to Huntington, West Virginia.“Coach (Tim) Donnelly came 
out and saw me at my junior college in Seattle, which is how I initially got hooked up with Marshall,” Finfer said. “He seemed like a really person-able guy and somebody that I would want to play for, so I ended up committing to the school on my 20th birthday.” It’s been three years since the Bellevue native was se-lected into the draft, but he said he sometimes wonders what life would be like for him if he would’ve decided to go professional.“I wouldn’t necessarily say I have any regrets, but I do of-ten wonder what my life and career would be like had I elected to go pro rather than going to school,” Finfer said. “I have had a lot of great ex-periences and made a lot of relationships that I will have for the rest of my life in col-lege, so I can’t say I regret that decision.” But if the opportunity does not arise again to play profes-sionally, Finfer said he doesn’t want to veer away from the game.“I have always thought that getting into coaching would be something I would enjoy,” Finfer said. ”Being able to stay around the game and have a 
positive influence on young players would be something I would love to do.”
Brittanie Fowler can be 
contacted at fowler85@
marshall.edu. 
By CHRISTIAN HISMAN
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall Univer-sity track team will head to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Thursday to compete in the Penn Relays. The meet will last all day Thursday and Friday. The Penn Relays meet started in 1895 and has since earned the distinction of be-ing the oldest and largest 
track and field competition in the United States. “This is a very big meet and it is like our opportunity to run against competition like we will run against in confer-ence,” senior sprinter Shanice Johnson said. The team said its prepared to succeed on the big stage and getting on the winning track as the season winds down. 
“I think we are really confi-dent that we are coming up on a big peak,” freshman thrower Elena Marchand said. “So hopefully we can keep it going till the end of the season.”Marchand earned an eighth 
place finish in the shot put last weekend in the Virginia Challenge. Other notable per-formances from the Herd last weekend, in which the team also participated in the James Madison University In-vitational, included wins by freshman Heidi Heiniger and junior Caitlyn Owings in the javelin throw and high jump, respectively. Freshman Whit-ney McAtee also put forth a strong performance with 
three top-10 finishes in the James Madison Invitational.  Merchand said she’s piled up a string of solid performances leading up to Thursday’s meet, which has her looking 
forward to competing against 
a large field in her events.  “I really am ready to com-pete in the shot-put because I have been doing better and better each meet,” Merchand said. “So hopefully I can hit an-other big one this weekend.” Johnson said she’s shares a similar perspective on Thurs-day’s meet. The four-by-four is really where my heart is because I’m a 400 runner,” Johnson said. “So I’m really excited to com-pete in it this meet.” Merchand said the progres-sion has occurred within the team as a whole, not just a se-lect group of individuals “It seems we have been doing better and better each meet we go to,” Merchand said. Both Johnson and Merchand had different ideas on what the team needs to do to put up good results in the upcoming meet, but the overall mes-sages were similar. “We need to come in ready to go with a good mindset and just follow through with what we have been doing in prac-tice,” Merchand said. Johnson focused more on 
her specific event, but main-tained it’s a complete team effort. “We need to have good com-munication and good team chemistry when we are hand-ing the baton to each other,” Johnson said. After the Penn Relays Thursday and Friday, Marshall will travel to Lexington, to compete in the Kentucky Re-lays May 6th and 7th.
Christian Hisman can be 
contacted at hisman@mar-
shall.edu.   
THE PARTHENON The Marshall University men’s golf team carded its best placement in the Conference USA Championships since 2013 Tuesday at the Texarkana Country Club in Houston. Marshall finished in a tie for eighth place with the University of North Car-olina at Charlotte with a total score of 894, which was just 16 shots off its pace in 2013 when the team set a school re-cord with an overall score of 878, which resulted in a fifth place finish. Three members of the team powered 
the Herd to its historical tournament performance with the trio of junior Davey Jude, junior Clark Robinson and senior Logan Lagodich all finishing in the top 20.Lagodich and Robinson tied for the team lead with 15th-place finishes after shooting a 6-over par 222 for the tour-nament. Jude finished one off the 6-over pace, shooting a 7-over for the tourna-ment, which placed him 18th overall. Jude led the Herd in the team’s final round with a 1-over 73. Herd golfers Alex Weiss and Will Evans 
finished it a tie for 54th with a 19-over score of 235 to round out the team’s scores at the conference championships. Head coach Matt Grobe said the team got off to a great start and moved up to sixth place before eventually fading back. Grobe then reflected on the team’s season as a whole.“This was a really fun team to coach this year,” Grobe said. “We will miss Lo-gan and Davey next year. It was great to see them both finish strong. Logan made bridie to finish his college career, so that was pretty neat.”  
Marshall catcher Sam Finfer makes contact with a pitch in a game earlier this season. 
BRITTANIE FOWLER|THE PARTHENON 
Marshall track ready for 
Penn Relays in Philadelphia
Herd baseball’s Finfer has no regrets passing 
on MLB in favor of collegiate career, education 
Men’s golf concludes season with one of program’s best 
performances at Conference USA Championships in Texas 
Marshall baseball’s rally 
comes up just short in 
final innings versus rival 
West Virginia 
THE PARTHENON The Marshall University baseball team’s late-game rally against in-state rival West Virginia University came up just short Wednesday in Morgantown as the Herd fell 9-8. With the Herd (21-17, 10-8) trailing 4-3 heading into the seventh inning, West Vir-ginia slapped in five runs in the inning as Marshall cycled through three different pitch-ers in the inning. However, in the top of eighth the Herd bats inflicted similar damage to the Mountaineer staff scoring five runs of its 
own. Junior center fielder got things started for the Herd in the eighth with a leadoff single. After left fielder DJ Gee was walked, West Vir-ginia made a pitching change with no outs and two runners on, but Marshall first base-man Tommy Lane kept up the offensive attack knocking a single to left field that scored Bird. Second baseman Aaron Bossi repeated Lane’s hitting with a single down the third base line, bringing third base-man Tyler Ratliff to the plate with the bases loaded. Ratliff 
belted a shot to left that car-ried over the wall, resulting in a grand slam and four RBIs for the sophomore. However, the Herd couldn’t muster another run to tie the game despite still having zero outs following Ratliff ’s homer. The Herd still had a chance in the top of the ninth af-ter Burris Warner took the mound in the bottom of the eighth and pitched a score-less inning. The Herd faced an early scare of falling into a bigger hole with the first two West Virginia batters notch-ing singles, but Warner shut down the threat retiring the next three batters, including a strikeout to end the inning. Despite the Herd having the top of its order due up to start the final half inning, it couldn’t get any momentum going from the plate. Bird struck out swinging for the first out. Gee followed Bird with a fly out to right and Lane went down swinging as well, leaving Mar-shall one run short. Ratliff ’s grand slam led the Herd’s run production, but Bird also registered three hits in five at-bats, while Bossi 
added a pair of singles as well. On the mound freshman starter Wade Martin was given the quick hook after pitch-ing just two innings, allowing three hits and two runs, only of which was earned. Patrick Murphy relieved Martin and pitched the next 3.2 innings, giving up two earned runs en route to be given the loss. Pitchers Caleb Ross and Heston Van Fleet suffered through the five-run seventh inning. Ross couldn’t secure an out and gave up two runs on three hits. Van Fleet fin-ished off the inning, but not before allowing three earned runs of his own. Wednesday’s loss was the second and final game be-tween the rival schools with West Virginia taking the first as well when it defeated the Herd, 5-4, in extra innings April 5 at Power Park in Charleston, West Virginia. The Herd will be back in action 7 p.m. Friday when it begins a three-game series with Conference USA oppo-nent Middle Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 
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For the latest in campus news
WHERE WILL YOU BE 
WHEN SOMETHING 
HAPPENS ON CAMPUS? 
PROBABLY ON TWITTER. Snaps for Sanders
10-second clips become the new way to feel the Bern
LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON
Presidential candidate Bernie Sanders makes a stop in Huntington, West Virginia for the “A Future to Believe In” campaign rally Tuesday at the Big 
Sandy Superstore Arena. Attendees hold posters in support.
Independent voters not 
invited to primary party
“We have a system 
here in New York where 
independents can’t get 
involved in the democratic 
primary.”-Bernie Sanders 
By LUKAS HAGLEY
THE PARTHENONIt’s rare that a reporter like me writes an opinion piece, let alone a political one. To be frank, the majority of the time there isn’t much that warrants my opinion that hasn’t already been tweeted about in a more clever manner. But I am here, on be-half of my unlucky fellow students with prior commitments, to discuss the effect of watching the historic Bernie Sanders rally through the lenses of friends’ Snapt-chats and how it completely trumps (no pun intended) major news outlets. I made it just in time for a job inter-view when a friend texted, “Meet me at Bernie’s?” I wanted so badly to join my like-minded peers in what would be 
my first political rally, but my appoint-ment was running late and “dead week” 
pressures loomed. I begrudgingly de-clined, but begged for a steady stream of Snapchats. If I couldn’t partake in one of the best-attended Big Sandy Superstore events in recent history, at least the entire evening was readily available on the app. My crowd-phobia self cringed at the images of long lines wrapped around the venue, but when the Snapchats got closer and closer to Sanders’ podium (my friend somehow managed an impressive front-and-center position) it dawned that the insane mass of people all felt the same. Not only in their political beliefs were they similar, but the passion they felt for the Democratic candidate was palpable. Ten-second video clips of the crowd’s excitement were truly joyful to watch and my comrades were all good enough not to 
use distorting filters! Snaps of Sanders, 
in his trademark “Church Grandfather” aura, greeting his supportive constituents were incredibly inspiring. Moving about the crowd like the rock star he knows he is, Sanders looked gleeful in many a-Snap-chat story.  As a long-time Snapchat advocate, it is an amazing thing to see my fellow Millennials embracing this form of com-munication. In a safer and more satisfying way than Tweets or Insta’s, they make vicarious living easy and accessible. In a personal sense, it eases my insane #FOMO (that’s Fear of Missing Out for non-“Broad City” fans) to see my best friend smiling from ear-to-ear, snapping, “Ya girl literally just felt the Bern… when Bernie shook my 
hand! He has my vote!” 
Lukas can be contacted at hagley19@
marshall.edu.
Voters of the Republican, Democrat and Independent parties will rush to the polls in West Virginia starting to-day. Early voting in the state will allow voters to cast their ballots until May 7 no mat-ter what political party they claim. But what if voters were prohibited from voting based solely on their political be-liefs? That would be Archaic and painfully ironic- yet in about a dozen states that is still the case. States like New York are un-like West Virginia. Last week over 3 million New Yorkers, registered as independent voters, were unable to vote for candidates like Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders who have large backings in the Big Apple.Now is a time where more and more citizens consider 
themselves unaffiliated or 
bound to a specific party. Does this take away their political opinion or right to vote for whatever candidate they feel 
is best fitting? Under this system, the 
Sanders campaign said they were favored for a much closer race but were absent votes after one in four voters were prohibited from voting last week in New York. “Probably a lot of those people out there in the crowd, hopefully a small number 
comparatively, are not even able to vote in this election be-cause they didn’t change their registration to Democrat last October, when they haven’t even heard of Bernie Sanders,” Sanders’ wife, Jane, said on MSNBC before the New York primary. “Those kind of things seem silly. We’re bringing a 
lot more people into the party and they party is shutting the door on them.”Members of both parties argue independent voters choose not to join a party and therefore the consequences 
are known. But affiliation to a political party should not be a 
prerequisite for equal access to primary voting in a public paid election. According to a 2015 Gal-lup poll, at least 43 percent of Americans label themselves as political independents. So if a majority of rightful vot-ers choose not to be part of the 30 percent who consider 
themselves Democrats or the 26 percent who claim Repub-lican, are we really conducting accurate primary voting?Millennials are a large sector of the Independent Party who have been unable to vote in states with closed primaries. According to a survey by USA Today/Rock The Vote showed millennials favor Democratic candidate Sanders at 46 per-cent and Republican candidate Trump at 26 percent. While Trump had no trouble winning the primary in New York due to absent votes, the same was not said for Sanders. “We have a system here in New York where indepen-dents can’t get involved in the Democratic primary,” Sanders said. “Where young people who have not previously reg-istered and want to register today just can’t do it.”As the primary elections draw to an end in the next few months, including states with closed primaries, a question has to be asked: are the votes accurate if they aren’t wholly inclusive? The answer is no. 
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Recovery Point mentor, client reflect on challenges, triumphs of substance abuse
By EMILY WOOD
THE PARTHENONAcross the United States many communities are com-batting a drug epidemic. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-tion, more people died from drug overdoses in 2014 than in any year on record.West Virginia is all too famil-iar with this epidemic. In 2014, West Virginia was 
one of fives states with the highest rate of drug overdose death.There is work being done to curb this epidemic in the mountain state. Recovery Point, originally The Healing Place, offers peer-to-peer, non-medical and long-term residential recovery programs for men, women and families who suffer with addic-tion and/or alcoholism.  Recovery Point has four 
locations, Recovery Point of Huntington, Recovery Point of Charleston, Four Seasons Re-covery Center and Her Place. The intensive six to 12 month program consists of supple-mental curriculum of Recovery Dynamics and the 12 steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. Anthony Cillata, a client at Recovery Point, said be-ing hopeless and desperate brought him to Recovery Point. “If you’re thinking about coming to Recovery Point, oh man, you better get here, I wasn’t too sure about this place,” Cillata said. “Don’t think about it, just do it, because if you think too long you might die.”The program is broken down into “non-medical detox,” “off the street 1,” “off the street 2,” “recovery phase 1,” “recovery phase 2,” “continuing care” and “becoming a mentor.”
During the “off the street” phase, clients have to follow 
the “five golden rules.” Don’t do drugs or drink alcohol; no cell 
phone nor driving of a car; no physical violence nor threats of violence; no sexual overtones or threats; no racial overtones or threats.“Recovery Phase 1” is where 
clients complete curriculum of Recovery Dynamics – a pro-gram of recovery essentially based on the 12 steps of Al-
coholics Anonymous - that consists of 28 classes and 32 written assignments.“If I am not participating, I am not helping myself and that means I am not helping others, 
that’s selfish,” Cillata said. “The program made me realize the root of my evil was being 
selfish.”After Recovery Phase 1 cli-ents have the choice to become a peer mentor or go on to Phase 2. Peer mentors are leaders and act as guides for those who are in the early stages of the curriculum. Recovery Point peer mentor Matthew Blake said repetitive 
drug use and almost dying five or six times brought him to Re-covery Point.“I chose to be a peer mentor because I wanted to give back what was so freely given to me,” Blake said. “Being a peer mentor is rewarding really, I enjoy it because they helped 
us when we first got here when we were down and out and had nothing at all.”In 2011 at the launch of the 
World Drug Report, United Na-tions secretary-general Ban Ki-moon said “Drug addiction is a disease, not a crime.”“Addiction is a disease - it’s 
definitely an illness, not a crim-inal act,” Cillata said. “I was an all-state and all-city player in lacrosse. I’ve been an academic student all my life; I did not as-pire to be a drug addict. “Two principles the commu-nity based program relies on are unconditional love and per-sonal accountability.There have been 170 gradu-ates from Recovery Points’ program since January 2011 where they started out with 10 beds and grew to 100 April 2014.“This place has saved a lot of lives,” Blake said. “It’s saved my life for the better.” 
Emily Wood can be 
contacted at wood186@mar-
shall.edu.
EMILY WOOD | THE PARTHENON 
Recovery Point mentor Matthew Blake, 22, assists those struggling with addictions at the rehabilitative facility in Huntington.
Prince’s estate to be temporarily managed by trust company
By AMY FORLITI
ASSOCIATED PRESSA Minnesota judge ap-pointed a corporate trust company on Wednesday to temporarily oversee Prince’s multimillion-dollar estate, saying the emergency ap-pointment was necessary 
because the superstar musi-cian doesn’t appear to have a will and immediate decisions must be made about his busi-ness interests.Judge Kevin Eide granted a request from Prince’s sister to appoint Bremer Trust as spe-cial administrator, giving the 
company authority to manage and supervise Prince’s assets and identify his heirs. Eide said Prince had no appointed personal representative but had substantial assets and owned businesses that re-quire immediate attention and ongoing management.
The judge also noted that identities and addresses of Prince’s heirs need to be determined. Prince’s only full sibling, Tyka Nelson, re-quested the move Tuesday, telling the court she believed her brother didn’t have a will. 
Prince also has five surviving half-siblings who could share in the estate.Eide wrote that Prince died “intestate,” meaning he did not have a valid will, and said there was no pending applica-tion or petition for probate of a will in any court. However, someone could still come forward with a will or trust document, which happened after Michael Jackson died in June 2009. Jackson’s longtime 
lawyer John Branca filed a will six days after his death, upending moves by Jackson’s mother to become his estate’s executor based on her as-sumption there wasn’t a will.For now, Bremer Trust will act as special administra-tor for six months or until a personal representative is ap-pointed, whichever is less.Later Wednesday, the es-
tate already had its first claim 
against it, with a filing from a California man who claimed that Prince had transferred ownership of his music cata-log to him in 1995.Prince, 57, died last week at Paisley Park, his famous home and recording studio complex in suburban Minneapolis. His cause of death hasn’t been released. An autopsy was conducted Friday, but results aren’t expected to be released for weeks.The value of his estate isn’t known. Prince made hundreds of millions of dol-lars for record companies, concert venues and others, and the outpouring of grief and nostalgia after his death prompted fans to buy 2.3 mil-lion of his songs in just three days.Prince also owned a dozen properties in Minnesota, most of it undeveloped land and some houses for relatives, worth about $27 million, ac-cording to public records. He also sold more than 100 million albums, and concert industry magazine Pollstar reported that in the years Prince’s tours topped the 
charts — 10 years over four decades performing — they raked in $225 million in ticket sales.But it’s not clear how much money Prince had when he died, given that he had to pay record labels and staff and cover other expenses.On Wednesday, Eide said Bremer Trust was in the best position to handle Prince’s estate. The judge noted that 
its affiliate, Bremer Bank, had worked with Prince and has knowledge of his personal 
and business finances.The judge said Nelson and one of Prince’s half-brothers, Omarr Baker, were part of the telephone conference that prompted his decision Wednesday. The judge said no one objected to appointing a special administrator.Under Minnesota law, if a person dies without a will — and with no surviving parents, children, or grand-children — the next people in line to share in the estate are the surviving siblings, in-cluding half-siblings. Prince wasn’t married and had no known living children.
CHRIS O’MEARA | ASSOCIATED PRESS
Prince performs during the halftime show at the Super Bowl XLI football game Feb. 4, 2007 at Dolphin 
Stadium in Miami.
“I was an all-state and all-city 
player in lacrosse. I’ve been 
an academic student all my 
life. I did not aspire to be a 
drug addict.”
-Anthony Cillata
